
Narrative tenses
In una narrazione di avvenimenti passati possiamo usare un certo numero di 
tempi narrativi.

Si usa il  past simple per esporre gli avvenimenti principali di una narrazione. 

	 The audience watched the live broadcast in horror.

Si usa il past continuous per descrivere altri avvenimenti ed azioni in corso di 
svolgimento contemporaneamente agli avvenimenti principali. 

	 A woman was lying on a surgical table.

Il past perfect indica che un’azione passata precede un’altra azione passata.

	 Frida had finished school and was travelling home when her bus crashed.

	 	 was travelling

              X                   X                 X   
     past 	 	 	                 now

        finished school         crashed

Past perfect continuous
Il past perfect continuous esprime azioni o avvenimenti che erano in corso di 
svolgimento prima di o fino ad un certo momento del passato. 

	 I returned to my chair and arranged myself as I had been sitting before. 

	            returned to chair

       	              X          X                  X  
     past	 	 	 	     now

      sat in chair         arranged myself

1 	 Per parlare di un’azione conclusa non si usa il past perfect continuous ma il 	
	 past perfect simple. 
	 He had finished the painting. (NOT He had been finishing the painting.)

2 	 I verbi indicanti stato non sono usati al past perfect continuous. 
	 She had not been with the family very long. (NOT She had not been being  
	 with the family very long.)

Forma affermativa & negativa

soggetto			   Participio presente

He / She / 	 had	 been	 doing / studying /
They / etc.	 hadn’t		   travelling etc.

Forma interrogativa

Had	 he / she / 	 been	 doing / studying / 
		  they / etc.		  travelling etc?
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